
This amazing picture was sent to me and claims to have 

been take somewhere in the Parish? 



Our Services  March 2019 

3rd  March 2019  The Sunday Next Before Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s All Age Worship 
 

6th March 2019 Ash Wednesday 

7.30 pm St Mary’s Holy Communion 
 

10th March 2019  1st Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

17
th March 2019  2nd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

24th  March 2019  3rd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

31st  March 2019  Mothering Sunday 

9.30 am St Francis  Special Mothering Sunday Service 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Special Mothering Sunday Service 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Thoughts for Lent from your Team Vicar 

It's always lovely writing for March as the weather (hopefully) 

becomes decidedly warmer, and even as I type this in the 

middle of February, snow drops have appeared above the 

ground, and the evenings are noticeably starting to become 

lighter. In addition at the very end of the month, just in time 

for Mothering Sunday on the 31st, we'll be putting the clocks 

forward an hour once more, and welcoming British Summer 

Time again – Woo Hoo! 

But long before that on 6th of the month, we'll mark the 

beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday. As is always the case, 

there will be services at many of the churches around the 

Witham Team, and as ever, this includes one at St Mary's 

Rivenhall at 7:30pm. So may I encourage you to think about 

coming along and begin the season with the imposition of 

Ashes on your forehead in the Sign of the Cross. The idea of 

receiving these, finds its roots in the idea of donning 

sackcloth and ashes as a sign of penitence and reflection, and 

we can find examples of the expression of this, or a variation 

of it, scattered throughout the Old Testament. (e.g.: 1 Kings 

21:27, Nehemiah 9:1; Daniel 9:3 amongst other places). 

Some readers may recall that I actually own a shirt (though I 

use the term 'shirt' loosely – perhaps to simply say garment 

is more appropriate!), made from sackcloth. At my own 

request, it was lovingly made for me by well-known a 

member of our congregation, following me finding a length of 

the material whilst a group of us were having a sort out a 

couple of years ago at St Francis Church. I had the idea of 

having it made into a shirt to then wear whilst leading 

Collective Worship (or assemblies) in schools, or for Sunday 

All Age Worship during Lent. And having had this experience, 

I can attested first-hand that sackcloth is far from being 

comfortable to wear! It also has the very impracticable and 

perhaps at first unexpected consequence of leaving bits of 

itself attached to everything it is comes into contact with too 

– which are less than easy to subsequently to brush or clean 

off. So will I wear it again on these occasions this year? At 

the moment I'll just say: wait and see ;) 
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But if we look a little more closely at some of the examples 

which we can find of people putting on sackcloth and / or 

ashes, we may also notice that it is sometimes accompanied 

by the person(s) concerned fasting too. All of this resonates 

with the 40 days and night which Jesus is recorded as having 

spent in the wilderness following his baptism in the Jordan, 

and prior to his public ministry. And going further, this then 

of course led to the observance of Lent by Christian people 

over the centuries: to fast, sacrificially give something up, a 

commitment to dedicated prayer and contemplation, and / or 

additional acts of loving service, or perhaps something else. 

All the while in an effort to draw closer to God, and to 

ponder anew on the greatness of God's love for us. But 

whatever you decide to do this Lent, I pray that it will be an 

enriching spiritual experience, and one which will help to 

make the joy of Easter even greater when it comes. 

But however you mark the majority of Lent, (and as noted at 

the beginning), just before March ends – on the 31st, we'll 

be welcoming the refreshment of Mothering Sunday again. 

Always falling on the 4th Sunday of Lent, and also known as 

Refreshment Sunday to ease the austerity of the season, it 

also provides a perfect opportunity to say a special Thank 

You to any mums which are important in your own life. Be 

that your own mother, the mother of your children or 

grandchildren; or if the person whom you're thinking about 

is no longer with us, to fondly remember their memory, and 

all they have done in years past. 

But as noted above not only do we celebrate Mothering 

Sunday this month, but you may have realised that it 

happens to fall on one of the '5th Sundays' of the year too. 

These usually occur 4, or just sometimes 5 times a year, and 

provide a delightful opportunity to worship at a different 

church to the one you usually go to. However, as Mothering 

Sunday is such a special occasion, there will be services at 

both St Francis and St Mary's as there usually is on other 

weeks, at the usual times of 9.30 and 11am respectively, 

with the one at St Mary's being an All Age Holy Communion 

Service. Plus, as ever, there will be posies of flowers given to 



3 

the ladies who come along, so please do come if you can. 

But as a final thought, and whilst we're thinking about it: Most 

readers will know that on the occasions when there are 5 

Sundays in a month, that on the 5th one, St Francis and St 

Mary's usually take it in turns to host a joint parish service at 

their regular respective time. These are wonderful occasions to 

share fellowship together as the whole parish, and maybe to 

even meet someone whom you've never spoken to before. So 

may end I this month by commending '5th Sunday' services to 

you. Notwithstanding what is happening in March, please do try 

to go along to the other church on those weeks if your usual 

one isn't holding a service; whenever they fall throughout the 

year. It can really make a positive difference to your own 

worshipping life, and shows to one another the importance of 

the fellowship which we share as part of 'The Body of Christ', 

together as one parish. 

 

So may I wish each of you a holy, blessed, and spiritually 

enriching season of Lent over the weeks ahead. 

P0aul Watkin 
********************************** 

The 50/50 Club Dec. 2018 winners  

1st A Cooper,       2nd G Fost,           3rd M Noy 
************************************** 

From the Registers Dec. 2018 

Funerals Burial 

9 Feb. 2019 Denis McFarlane Gordon Nunnerley 

Disposal of Ashes 

9. Deb 2019 Olive Grace Nunnerley 

9. Feb 2019 Charlie Arthur Goult 

Baptisms  None 
************************************* 
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Collects and Readings March 2019 
3rd March. Sunday next before Lent 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Exodus 34:29-35 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a]  

Collect 

Holy God, 

you know the disorder of our sinful lives: 

set straight our crooked hearts, 

and bend our wills to love your goodness 

and your glory 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

6th March. Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 58:1-12 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21  

Collect 

Holy God, 

our lives are laid open before you: 

rescue us from the chaos of sin 

and through the death of your Son 

bring us healing and make us whole 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

10th March. 1st Sunday of Lent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13  

Collect 
Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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17th March 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Matins  Psalm 27 

Readings 

Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Luke 13:31-35  

Collect 

Almighty God, 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

and by following in his Way 

come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

24th March 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Exodus 3:1-15 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9  
Collect 

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

31st March Mothering Sunday 

Special Mothering Sunday Service 

Readings 

Joshua 5:9-12 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

Collect 

God of love, 

passionate and strong, 

tender and careful: 

watch over us and hold us 

all the days of our life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th FEBRUARY 2019 

AT RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL. 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Anderson, Knubley, 

Prime and Turner. 

Also present: Parish Clerk and 2 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to Members’ attention: 

• The poor condition of the junction at Henry Dixon Road 

and Oak Road subsequent to the ECC highways works. 

• Overhanging trees along Braxted Road. These are due 

to be trimmed back to accommodate a new ECC 

accident reduction scheme on the bend just before 

Appleford Bridge. 

• Problems with overnight HGV parking at A12 

southbound BP petrol station – this will be referred to 

BDC again. 

Matters for discussion 

Compilation of Annual Report 2018/19 

The Chairman and the Clerk will liaise to produce a draft Report for 

consideration at the March meeting. 

BDC consultation on its revised Statement of Community 

Involvement 

This consultation runs until 11th March 2019. It was agreed to 

await the final document before making any comment. 

Litter & Fly-tipping 

An HGV fly-tipped part of a load of contaminated soil at the junction 

of Church Road and Park Road, then proceeded to fly-tip the rest 

opposite Rectory Lane on Rickstones Road. BDC were informed 

immediately as several residents and councillors witnessed the 

dumping which took place in the afternoon. BDC will take action if 

the HGV can be traced. 

Parking on local estate grassed areas  
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The Clerk has submitted a request to Greenfields for new and 

additional signs on grass verges on their Rivenhall estate and will 

meet a Greenfields representative on site at St. Mary’s Road. The 

Clerk will also write to BDC regarding vehicle parking on the Village 

Green. 

Highways & PRoW matters 

Closure of Rickstones Road, near the junction with Church Road on 

Sunday 17th February while BT undertake work. 

ECC has published a Diversion Order for Footpath 59 crossing 

Rivenhall Oaks Golf Course. 

Work appears to have been completed at the junction of Henry Dixon 

Road and Oak Road but is not to the specification originally agreed. It 

has already been damaged by HGVs and is now an eyesore. The 

Chairman agreed to request that ECC re-visit this site and provide 

what was originally agreed i.e. full size “Bells’ and Bollards plus 

aligned grasscrete. (Post meeting note – on inspection it appears that 

a plastic grid has been used instead of grasscrete. The plastic grid is 

clearly flimsy, is already breaking up and was never going to 

withstand HGVs running over it. This has been referred, along with 

photos, to ECC requesting the work be done correctly). 

All dysfunctional streetlights were reported to ECC by the Chairman 

via email on 21st January following a second winter audit of all lights 

in the parish. ECC has responded by saying that some of the failed 

lights have power supply problems and these will take longer to 

repair. 

It was reported that the drain repairs on Oak Road will require an 

overnight closure of Oak Road and hence a diversion on the A12. This 

was being arranged by ECC. The overnight closure would also be 

taken as an opportunity to repair the long-standing footway defect 

near The Fox. 

Many developer hoardings and smaller unauthorised adverts have 

been removed, but more remain. The Chairman is liaising with BDC, 

ECC and Highways England (re A12) for their removal. 

General maintenance 

All contracted maintenance work has been completed. Quotations are 

being sought for the repair/maintenance of the 3 noticeboards.  
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Planning Applications 

18/02316/REM: Reserved matters – Land south of Rickstones 

Road (Bellway housing development). 

It was agreed that the Chairman circulate draft comments to 

Members so that a response can be submitted to BDC. 

Ruskins, on behalf of Bellway Homes, have trimmed back the part of 

the hedge along Rickstones Road that it is proposed to be 

transplanted. 

Bellway Homes have signed the s106 with ECC and BDC which 

appears to (once again) not provide any benefit to Rivenhall, even 

while this development is wholly within the parish. 

19/00138/FUL: Creation of a temporary site compound – Phase 2 

Land at Forest Road. 

Due to the late receipt of details relating to this application it was 

agreed to defer consideration until the March meeting. 

Bradwell Quarry 

The Chairman attended a seminar at Rivenhall Hotel about the 

proposed major quarry extension and flood alleviation scheme which, 

although mainly relating to Coggeshall, will have a knock-on effect 

throughout the Blackwater Valley. 

Rivenhall Airfield Major Waste Site 

ECC applications ESS/36/17/BTE & ESS/37/17/BTE 

It was unanimously agreed to recommend the refusal of these two 

planning applications. 

Environment Agency – variation of permit re incinerator stack 

height. 

Members unanimously agreed to recommend the refusal of this 

application. 

Braintree LHP 

The Chairman reported the following as outcomes from the most 

recent Panel meeting held on 4th February: 

 All Rivenhall schemes remain on the lists. 

 Two casualty reduction schemes (CRS) are to be 

introduced, at Church Road on the bend before the turn 
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onto Park Road and at Braxted Road before the sharp 

bend at Appleford Bridge. 

 New 7.5 tonne weight restriction signs, including height 

restrictions for the Railway Bridge are to be introduced 

within the next few weeks and their effectiveness for 

preventing HGVs from reaching the Railway Bridge is to 

be monitored by ECC prior to consideration of an 

interactive height warning sign. 

 The next BLHP meeting is scheduled for 28th March with 

a new start time of 7.15 pm. 

 

Correspondence 

* Confirmation that the Village Sign has been repainted 

and now only awaits woodwork completion before it 

will be put back in place. 

* Confirmation received that BDC will contribute next 

year towards the cost of replacing a further 12 posts 

on the Village Green. 

 Information exchange and items for the March agenda 

* It was reported that soil and debris had been 

deposited across the footway outside dwellings along 

Oak Road. 

* It was agreed that a wheelbarrow and two bags of 

salt should be retained by the local volunteer who 

spreads salt opposite the Village Hall. 

* Footpath 60 and a possible future route variation 

order. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 5th March at Henry Dixon Hall and 2nd April at Rivenhall 

Village Hall, both at 8 pm. 

************************************** 
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Kath Lewis  (nee Langstone) born 14th March 1925 

Died Sunday 10th February 2019 

Kath was the eldest of 4 children she always recalled a happy 

childhood she told many stories of how the Children would swim in 

the River at Kelvedon and enjoy their 

playtime across the fields towards Felix 

Hall.  

The  lived at London 

 Kelvedon, having moved from 

Feering where s h e  a n d  h e r  brother 

Stan were   Kath in 1925 and Stan 

in 1927. Ray was born at London Road 

1930. When Kathwas11 years old the 

family moved to one St Mary's Road. 

Her father was a part time fireman and 

they were allocated a new house with 

the actual Fire on at the bottom of 

their garden! Peter was born just 

before they moved there in 1936 and 

Janet (known as Tilly) in 1938.  

During the time the family lived in London Road a Sunday 
evening    was to watch the buses and charabancs return 
to the London area from their daily trip to the   mostly to 
Clacton on   They used the route through the village on their 
outward journey in the morning and also on their return as the 
dual A 12 did not exist.  The coaches belonged to several 
such as Grey   Empire Best and sometimes London 
Transport. 

In the summer there was a bus to Colchester. There was  a l so 
an Eastern National bus to Clacton or  which to us was as 
good as a holiday! The church Sunday school treat (and it was a 
treat!) was a day coach outing to Walton on the Naze. Few 
people had an annual holiday unless they visited relatives and to 
go out to the coast for the day seemed a real  Kath’s 
uncle used to farm at Kirby le Soken and she spent many 
holidays happy and carefree  often helping with the 
Harvest or visiting nearby Walton on the  Kath always said 
it was amazing how easily they were entertained and how much 
we appreciated the  but good things in life. 

She lived in Feering and life changed for her when at 14½ years 

WW2 broke out and at the age of 17 Kath volunteered for the 

WAAF’s. She applied early to avoid conscription into the Land Army 

or similar. She did her training and in 1943 was posted to RAF 
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Stradishall in Suffolk (now Highpoint Prison). Kath’s father was in 

the army and her brother Stan in the Fleet Air Arm her Mum and 

younger brothers and sisters stayed at home in Feering. 

Kath was cook in the officer’s mess. (If you are interested in a 

detailed account of her RAF service etc then I can send you a copy 

of her memoirs). 

In 1946 the time came for Kath to find employment as she was 

demobbed from the WAAF in November 1946. She began work at 

Hoffman’s in Chelmsford, while attending college to learn 

shorthand typing. This enabled her to take up the roll of shorthand 

typist the following year. She eventually became personal 

secretary to Harold Cross at Crittall Windows in Silver End. 

On May 19th 1951 she married Valentine Lewis from Silver End and 

they moved to Rivenhall. Val as she called him had certain famous 

connection with the Crittall family and his Godmother was Lady 

Crittall. He was called Val after Valentine Crittall one of the 

founders of the Window company. By 1951 Kath was working at 

Crittall Windows in Silver End. 

Kath was at this time caring for her mother as well as working full 

time and she travelled between Silver End, Rivenhall and her 

mother’s home in Feering on her bicycle. By 1986 Kath had retired 

and became PCC secretary for St Mary and St Francis PCC for the 

next 25 years. During these years and beyond Kath remained an 

active member of St Mary’s Church community and joined in with 

arranging the flowers in the Church, singing in the Choir including 

singing on our CD recorded at St Mary’s in October 2006 and 

helping with fund raising activities.  

She was a very happy person and enjoyed socialising she 

participated in a number of choir visits to Oxfordshire. She had 

many friends including her brother-in-law Tim who continued to 

visit and support her at home. Kath was much loved by so many 

and we will all miss her smiling face. 

Kath’s Service of Life will be held at St Mary’s Church Rivenhall on 
21st of March 2019 at 1.30 pm all are invited. Kath requested 
Cremation and this will take place at Chelmsford Crematorium at 
10.00 am the same morning.  

 

 

********************************** 
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MOTHERING SUNDAY 

31st March 2019  

9.30 am St Francis Silver End  

11.00 am St Mary’s Rivenhall 

Children Bring your mother to Church and 
Your Grandmother for this special 

Celebration of our mothers. 

MOTHER 
 

M for Mother, ours to cherish 

O for our love for her and her selfless love for us, for just 

being there and for being our MUM 

T for our teacher and mentor 

H for our helper and comforter in times of trouble 

E for her enduring love 

R for being our rock, our strength and for giving us life 

We should treasure our Mothers, as I am sure that Jesus did his 

Mother, Mary. 

We do not always admit that they usually know what is best for 

us. I know I have reflected may times on the advice that my 

mother and my father - offered me in my teens and also in later 

years, and the many times I chose to disregard their advice - 

thinking that I knew best - but I must admit that they were 

usually right! 

It is several years since my mother died but I still remember her 

with love and always will. She always put her family before herself 

and that is how she showed her love for us all. 

Today, Mothering Sunday, we remember ALL mothers. We think 

of those who are bringing up their children alone, those who have 

never had the privilege of being a mother, and especially we 

remember those mothers who are no longer with us but are in the 

eternal safekeeping of their Lord and God. 

Kath Lewis - 10 March 2002 
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Sky Notes March 2019 

The Spring Equinox arrives on March 20th and around this date 

daylight expands at its fastest for the year – increasing by about 4 

minutes each day. The clocks go forward to British Summer Time 

on Sunday 31st March. At 1am the clocks go to 2am and we then 

stay on BST until late October. So this year we have to wait until 

April 1st for the first lighter evening of the year, when sunset will 

be at 7.30pm BST.     

Full Moon this month is in the early hours of the 21st. Our nearest 

neighbour in space will then be in the constellation of Virgo and 

some 20 degrees lower in the sky when in the South compared to 

a mid-winter Full Moon. 

This month marks the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 9 mission. 

NASA was under pressure as the 1960s drew to a close to achieve 

the goal set by JFK in 1962 of landing humans on the Moon before 

the end of the decade. It was a period of only months between 

Apollo 8 being the first crewed spacecraft to leave Earth orbit at 

the end of 1968, to the successful landing on the Moon by Apollo 

11 in July 1969. 

But between these achievements NASA had to test the equipment 

and methods that would be needed for the landing. Apollo 9 was a 

“low key”, but vital Earth-orbiting mission that lasted 10 days and 

was used to test the Apollo lunar module for the first time. 

Mars is still an evening object setting at about 11pm by the end of 

the month. The young crescent Moon will be close by on the 

evening of March 11th with this early Spring period being an ideal 

time to see if Earthshine is visible on the part of the Moon not lit 

by the Sun. 

Jupiter remains an early morning object and will be very close to 

the last quarter Moon on the morning of the 27th, best seen in the 

South at 5am, or just before. 

In the first week or so of March the full array of winter 

constellations are still well placed in the evening. At 9pm, Sirius, 

the brightest star in the sky, is quite low in the South and above it 

and a bit to the left is the star Procyon. Both stars are, in 

astronomical terms, in “our neighbourhood”, Sirius being 9 light 

years away and Procycon 11 light years distant. To the right of 
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Procyon is the imposing outline of the constellation Orion, with all 

of its primary stars being much further away from us. At the lower 

right of the Orion outline is the star Rigel, which whilst it appears 

only slightly brighter than Procyon is in fact over 700 light years 

from us, shining with a luminosity around 80,000 times greater 

than our Sun. If Rigel were the same distance from us as Procyon, 

it would be as bright as a first quarter Moon and casting shadows 

at night. 

Sky Watcher 

******************************** 

End to End Nature Care. 

Our February meeting took us far afield as Jackie Allen and Jane 

Macrae presented highlights of their 2018 trip to China during 

which, as part of a small guided group, they explored part of the 

famous Great Wall in the northeast of the country near Beijing, 

before travelling on to Xianyang and then to Hong Kong.  

While one may have seen many photographs of the Great Wall it 

was amazing to hear of its extent in terms of distance (over 13,000 

miles long) and age (construction began several centuries BC). 

Originally there were several walls built to separate warring feudal 

states but when the First Emperor Qin Shi Huang managed to unite 

those states c.200BC, the walls were combined into the Great Wall, 

serving the purpose of a defence against marauders from the 

steppe to the north as well as an immigration and trade border. 

While parts of the Wall utilise natural features many are entirely 

man-made and have survived millennia. In areas there has been 

interim maintenance over the centuries such that much of the Wall 

is walkable and, as Jackie described, given its extent it is not 

difficult to walk parts of it without meeting other people (despite 

the density of population in parts of China).  

Their group then travelled to Xianyang, Qin Shi Huang’s ancient 

capital in central China, and visited the Imperial Palace in the 

Forbidden City. They also travelled to nearby Xi’an where the 

famous terracotta warriors were unexpectedly discovered by 

farmers in 1974. This hugely impressive army of thousands of life-

size (and slightly greater than life-size) warriors, plus horses and 

chariots, was buried with Qin Shi Huang to defend him in the 

afterlife; as Jackie pointed out, in unifying the previously warring 
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states of China he made and indeed killed several enemies during 

his life, many of whom were no doubt thought to be waiting to get 

their revenge. It was interesting to hear that, contrary to the 

impression sometimes given in the media, in places the ceilings of 

the chambers housing the warriors have collapsed, meaning that 

many of the figures are broken up and little more than a number of 

muddled up 3-D jigsaw puzzles.  

Also from Xianyang they travelled to the co-called Longmen 

Grottoes, a limestone valley where thousands of statues of Buddha, 

some very large, were carved between 493 AD and 1127AD. Much 

of their travel between sites was on the very impressive high-speed 

rail or “Bullet Train” network. To finish their trip, Jackie and Jane 

took a sleeper train to Hong Kong, capping what looked like an 

inspiring and very enjoyable trip.  

For our March meeting on the evening of Wednesday 20th (as usual, 

8pm at Silver End Bowls Club pavilion, Broadway CM8 3RF, £2 per 

head which includes tea and biscuits) we will be given a lecture by 

the eminent Essex-based cartographic historian Peter Walker on the 

history of mapping of Essex prior to 1805. As well as being 

something of a map collector Peter has worked extensively on the 

map holdings at the Essex Record Office in Chelmsford, and is the 

author of the definitive work on the subject of mapping in Essex. If 

you have any old local maps then do please bring them along as he 

will undoubtedly be interested to see them and able to tell you all 

about them. He will also very likely bring some of his own. It 

promises to be a fascinating evening and I would encourage you to 

attend.  

That will be our last indoor meeting of the winter season, after 

which we commence our weekly outdoor excursions on Wednesday 

April 24th at 7:15pm, meeting in the parking area at the bottom of 

the track to Tarecroft Wood (TL824171) from where we will walk to 

the site of our annual spring cowslip count. All are welcome to join 

in. All details are available on our website www.e2e.silverend.org or 

from Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180. 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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March Recipe by Ann Clarke 

One of my recipe followers recently popped a small recipe 

book through my door with recipes from the Scottish Coun-

try.  It is a book that I had not seen before and has some 

unusually named recipes.  One for instance is – Roastit Bub-

bly-jock! -  It involves a 10 lb turkey and 6 oysters!  One I 

shall leave for another day.  The one I have chosen is called 

Stoved Chicken.  I hope you enjoy it. 

STOVED CHICKEN 

So called because it is cooked on the top of the range and not in 

the oven. 

• 2 oz butter   4 chicken breast fillets skinned 

and thinly sliced 

• 2lb potatoes, peeled and sliced about ¼ inch thick  

• Salt and pepper to taste  1 pint chicken stock 

• 2 onions sliced   2 tablespoons of chopped 

parsley 

 

Melt 1 oz of the butter in a large saucepan or flameproof casserole 

and lightly brown the chicken slices.  Remove them from the pan.  

Then assemble the dish as follows: 

A layer of potatoes, season, then a layer of onion then a layer of 

chicken.  Repeat until all are used, ending with potatoes.  Pour 

over the stock.  Dot with the remaining butter, bring to the boil, 

cover and simmer slowly for 2 hours.  Top up with a little water if 

it appears to be drying out.  Sprinkle with parsley before serving.  

Serves 4. 

 

You could halve the amounts for a smaller family, and also add 

peppers  and even carrots! 

 

Next month – Claggum! 



17 

Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417  
or email ken_hazell@icloud.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 

Witham & Braintree 
We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

• Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

• Computer Viruses Removed 

• Operating System Upgrades 

• Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 

Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your  C ailments including  

+ Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

+ Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

+ Internet / Email Set-up & Security  

+ Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

+ Software Faults and Crashes 

+ Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

+ Web Design & Computer Training 

+ Software Installation & Removal 

+ Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

         P         

T                                 
M                

E      
                                

S       T                                 
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Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S  LUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General  lumbing 

 

Tel  01376 501577 

Mobile  07973 306693 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TO  ING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUM  GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call  

Tel  01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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Turning the pages of History 
Research by Tracy Scott 

 

This month we are taking a brief look at the Rivenhall Review of 

March 1965.  The first article is titled How Long Will It Last?   

The current topic in the news is the abolition of resale price 

maintenance in the wines and spirits trade.  A reduction of many 

shillings a bottle on the more expensive brands is welcome news to 

those who frequently indulge, and to those fond of a ‘nip’ to ward 

off colds, etc..,  It should be welcome news to all of us that 

something has come down in price, even though it may not affect 

many of us one jot.  What it would be good to see is this downward 

movement in prices spread to the more essential products we all 

buy.  Perhaps we can be forgiven for being a little suspicious at this 

juncture – we have seen prices fall, and then rise again before.  Let 

us hope the ‘downward movement’ will spread and stay. 

On Sunday 14th February, Rivenhall Youth Football Club visited 

Cressing to play a deciding match, each team having previously 

won one game each.  It was a hard fought game with Rivenhall 

coming out top by 2 goals to nil, the goals being scored by Paul 

French and Melvyn Pease.  The Rivenhall side owe their win to an 

excellent display of teamwork, with all players having a good game. 

Cressing took their defeat very well, with their number 4 having 

played an outstanding game.  The cup of tea served after the game 

was greatly appreciated by all. 

Each month in the review has a Children’s Page of competitions, 

articles, stories were often printed…but most of all, the Birthday 

Club.  In this issue the following club members were mentioned: 

Kim Matthams 22nd March (1956) Judith Dale 24th March (1962) 

Sally Herbert 3rd April (1960) Ruth Punt 8th April (1954) 

Ann Bennett 11th April (1952) Kay Blackaby 11th April (1953) 

Rivenhall Youth Club held their A.G.M. in the Church Hall on 

Wednesday 3rd March, at which some eighty members were 

present.  In congratulating the Club on its splendid progress, Mr. 

Albert Moss said he didn’t think the Club would have continued to 

run for five years.  On contrary, however, it had grown into a fine 

club and provided plenty of activities.  The finance was slightly 

down on the previous year, the income for 1964 being £206.16.6. 

and the expenses £210.17.11. 

The officers elected for the year were:- Chairman; Peter Childs.  
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Committee; J. Childs, C. Burmby, J. Cornfield, K. Search. B. Davey 

and P. Marven.  Entertainment for the evening was provided by “The 

Trifids” Group from Chelmsford. 

*************************************** 

Burns  Supper 
 

This year’s best-ever tribute to Robert Burns was held in Silver End 

Village Hall on Saturday 2nd February.  Arranged and coordinated by 

Jackie Allan, with ticketing and seating plans managed by Ann Kerr, 

this annual fully-booked event was both eagerly anticipated and much 

enjoyed by all. 

Master of Ceremonies was John Macrae, resplendent in his Macrae 

highland dress. 

The hall was once again adorned with tartans, images of Robert Burns 

and Scottish flags covering all walls, columns, nooks and crannies.  

Tom Broderick expertly piped-in the haggis which was paraded for all 

to see and presented to the top table by Jackie Allan.  Addressing the 

haggis was wee Dr Alex Allan - whose both competent and animated 

delivery was celebrated by all, and especially Jackie; and would have 

been highly regarded and touchingly admired by his father, our great 

friend Willie. 

Jackie O’ Connell was our grande chef supreme, ably supported by a 

host of volunteers who delivered the various delights to the nineteen 

large tables throughout the hall, then “adiós-ed” the empty plates 

and tureens with equal efficiency.   

160 people enjoyed the traditional Burns meal of haggis, tatties and 

neeps, followed by biscuits, cheese and shortcake.  Jackie delivered 

the Immortal Memory then John gave an amusing Toast to the 

Lassies. 

Dancing then commenced to the musical accompaniment of the 

Musicmakers, with Sue Last guiding everyone through each reel with 

her usual expert calling. 

In the interval Carole McCarthy and Wilson Kerr drew the raffle which 

was followed by some fine Scottish musical sets played by Tom 

Broderick, Jackie Allan, Annie Broderick and George Atkinson. 

Dancing continued ‘till 11:45 when a boisterous rendition of Auld 

Lang Syne brought this year’s very successful Burn’s Supper to its 

end, and carriages arrived to whisk the guests back to their abodes. 

All proceeds from this fund-raising evening go to support the fabric 

and upkeep of our Parish Church. 
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Car Key Burglaries 

In some circumstances burglars are purposely breaking into houses 

while the occupants are asleep with the sole intention of finding 

your car keys and stealing your car and any other small portable 

items they find on the way out. 

Before you turn in for the night check that all doors, ground floor 

windows and easily accessible windows are closed and locked. PVCu 

doors – don’t forget that the door is not fully locked until you have 

lifted the inside handle, turned the key or thumb-turn, and 

remember to remove the key and place out of sight but readily 

available in case of fire. When replacing a Europrofile lock cylinder 

ensure that you get a TS007 three star anti-snap, anti-bump lock 

cylinder. If you have an intruder alarm and can do so, activate the 

downstairs zone when you go to bed. As a cost effective measure 

providing a very limited alert there are battery operated PIR sensor 

alarms that can be sited within the home perhaps near where keys 

are stored available from companies such as: 

www.redlinesecurity.co.uk and www.personalalarms.com.  

To stop the burglar getting easy access to vulnerable windows and 

doors towards the rear or side of a property make sure that the 

boundaries are secure and that side and rear gates are closed and 

locked.  

Ensure that you put your car keys somewhere safe and out of sight, 

when you return home. Put your car keys in a drawer (preferably 

one that is noisy to open) or some other secure place, but to avoid 

any confrontation don’t take the car keys to the bedroom with you.  

With some car thefts involving key less entry systems thieves will 

use an amplifiers to boast the signal from the keys within the house 

even through brick walls to reach the car; this can be prevented by 

use of a “Faraday bag” such as www.redlinesecurity.co.uk/defender

-signal-blocker-with-rpf-police-preferred-specification-vehicle-fob-

phone-protection-pouch/ .  

Use of steering wheel, handbrake and pedal locks are a good visual 

deterrent to car thieves. Ensure that the product has third party 

accreditation, such as those on the www.soldsecure.com website. 

If you have cars of different values, park the higher value car in 

your garage. If you are unable to do this, consider parking the 

lower value car in front of the higher value car, as the thieves are 

more likely to target high value motor vehicles and will be deterred 
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if they cannot easily drive such a car away from the property with 

ease. 

With high value cars consider the fitting of a tracking system.  A  

word of caution,  you get what you pay for, so  look for a system 

that uses RF frequency, 3 or 4G phone networks SIM as well as 

satellite connection GPS. There are even systems where you can 

“Geo-fence” the vehicle location so that if it moves beyond this the 

tracking system is activated.  

For further information around Thatcham rated security products 

please see www.thatchamfitters.co.uk . 

For further advice see: www.essex.police.uk/advice/vehicle-security/ 

SAS 110219 

Press Release 

Witham Choral’s Night at the Opera 

Witham Choral will be entering the world of opera at 7.30 p.m. 

on Saturday 6 April 2019 at Witham Public Hall.  

Musical Director, Patrick McCarthy, told us: “Coming from an 

operatic background myself, it is will be a great pleasure to conduct 

Witham Choral and the Colchester Philharmonic in ‘A Night at the 

Opera!’ It will bring back happy memories.” 

Soloists Gill Wilson (soprano), Elaine Henson (mezzo) and John 

Pierce (tenor) will be performing well-known arias such as Mozart’s 

Queen of the Night, the Habanera from Bizet’s Carmen and Puccini’s 

Nessun Dorma.  

Chairman Stephen Northfield commented, “I am looking forward to 

singing the famous Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves and The Anvil 

Chorus! It will be a splendid evening full of much-loved familiar 

melodies.” 

Tickets: £13 (£5 full-time education) are available from 

Witham Public Hall 0345 017 8717, 

www.withampublichall.co.uk or from choir members or 01245 

380958 or at the door. Doors open at 7.00 p.m. 

If you are interested in singing with Witham Choral just go 

along to Witham URC at 7.45 p.m. on a Tuesday night or 

telephone 01245 380958 for more details. 

www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk 

http://www.withampublichall.co.uk
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

Our first meeting in 2019 was held in Rivenhall village hall on 

Tuesday 12 February. Chairman, 

Mrs Tracy Scot, welcomed members and visitors. She paid tribute 

to life member Bill Prime and long serving committee member 

Betty Young, both having passed away since our last meeting. 

They had contributed a great deal to the Club over many years 

and will be missed, our condolences go to their families. 

Mrs Scott said pumpkin seeds will be given out at the next 

meeting, for growing on to show at the September Show. 

Fuchsia cuttings will also be available for the July Flower 

Show. Members were reminded that the annual subscription 

of £5 is also due ( £1 for juniors ). 

Our Speaker for the evening was Colin Ashby of C.J.Ashby 

Forestry Ltd whose business is the growing, maintaining and 

harvesting of cricket bat willow trees. These are specialist 

trees and do not include weeping willows ( too heavy) or 

crack willows ( too weak ). The loamy Essex soil and the 

abundant water supply makes for a good growth area for the 

willows and the Rivenhall area has many willow plantations 

which Colin regularly works on. The game of cricket goes back 

a long way and a print from 1791 shows play at Colchester 

Castle. Over the years the cricket bats have changed shape 

and size with some earlier ones being curved and resembling 

a hockey stick more than a cricket bat.  

The measurement of the face of the bat is set by Lords and 

must be adhered to no matter what shape the rest of the bat 

is. Cricket is very popular in India with almost every child 

batting a ball on any piece of available ground and whilst 

huge numbers of bats are made in India and Pakistan they do 

continue to be made in this country with top class batsmen 

having custom made ones. Stakes are cut from existing trees 

and planted, approximately 4ft apart, where they very quickly 

take root and produce side shoots which must be removed 

twice a year in order to obtain straight clean timber. The 

surrounding area must also be kept clean and weed free. 

Unfortunately willows are susceptible to various pests and 

diseases such as Watermark Disease, Honey Fungus, Giant 

Willow Aphid and damage from deer and squirrels resulting in 

the death of the tree. When each tree is eventually cut down 

each one should be able to produce four lengths each of 28ins 
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which will then be graded and trimmed. A pinkie white timber 

with a good grain produces a first class bat. The wood takes 

up to 2yrs to dry out, or 6weeks in a kiln, and in modem 

times are mostly shaped by machine with only very special 

orders being worked by hand. During the evening Colin and 

his colleague John showed us various examples of the 

different stages of the tree and with the aid of some 

fearsome looking tools, demonstrated the trimming of the 

trees and the splitting of each cut log into four. We were also 

shown videos of the work they do. It was a different and very 

interesting evening. 

The next Club meeting will be on Tuesday 12th March at 

7.30pm in Rivenhall village hall. The speaker will be Clare 

Matthews talking about the Forgotten Gardens of Easton Lodge. 

Competitions will be: Horticultural — a succulent pot plant. 

Domestic — 3 rock cakes. Flower of the Month. Entrance is £1 to 

include refreshment. For further details please contact the Club 

Secretary on 01376 512781. 

THANK YOU 

A very big thank you to everyone who so generously donated 

prizes for the BURNS SUPPER raffle. It was very much appreciated 

and you will be pleased to know that the raffle realised a profit of 

£285. Carole McCarthy 

Golf Day Rivenhall Oaks Golf Centre 
We are considering holding another Charity 

Golf Day at the Rivenhall Oaks Golf Centre 

later on this year.  However, it would be 

useful to know how much interest there is 

out there. 

The format will probably be much the same as in previous years – 

play starting early afternoon and finishing with a meal and the 

presentation of prizes. 

With a favourable response, we can then work out some prices and 

dates – these would determine whether or not you’re even 

available! 

If you are interested in playing or would like to know more about 

it, would you please get in touch with either Martin on 01376 

583309 or Ann on 01376 515437.   

Thank you        Ann 
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Quiz Night

Friday 15th March 2019- 7.30 p.m

Henry Dixon Hall - Rivenhall End

TICKETS £10 each inc. Fish and 

Chip Supper (Veg / Vegan Catered for)

Teams of up to 8 players

Team captains to get tickets from:-

Ann Kerr:-             Tel 01376 515437

Or Ann Riddleston Tel 01376 515400

Bring your own nibbles drinks and glasses

Book early to avoid disappointment  
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Mobile Library Mon March.18th Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



The Burns  

Supper 2019 

Don’t Forget Mothering Sunday 31st March 




